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Independent Huddersfield

When you spend time in any new town, finding the best 
places to eat, drink and shop can be a bit of a minefield. 
Sure, you could risk going into an independent coffee 
shop, but if it turns out to taste worse than the big brand 
names across the street, you’re going to end up feeling 
like you’ve wasted your money. It’s an understandable 
fear which has resulted in high streets across the country 
looking the same. 

We know that for those brave enough to venture along 
the side streets of Huddersfield, you’ll find a new world 
of amazing shops, owned by local entrepreneurs and  
ex-students, offering you the sort of value and service  
that a chain store just cannot match. 

To help you acclimatise to Huddersfield, the University 
magazine Editor, Kevin Lawson, has designed a small set 
of tasks to help you discover more of what Yorkshire’s  
best kept secret has to offer.

discoverhuddersfield.com
Email: info@discoverhuddersfield.com

  @discover_hudds
  Discover Huddersfield
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Discover Huddersfield offers new ways to experience this  
amazing Yorkshire town, through guided walks, talks and trails.  
See Huddersfield at its very best: grand listed buildings and  
small independent shops; a place for radicals from the Luddites 
to the Sex Pistols; birthplace of Rugby League; a town rich in 
creativity, stories, heritage and the odd ghostly encounter.

5 Discover local fashions 
At Byram Arcade

If you’re the sort of person that buys 
all their clothes from Topshop then 
you HAVE to make a trip to the 
Byram Arcade. On every floor of this 
Victorian shopping centre you’ll find 
something uniquely cool that you can 
smugly lord over your mates. Whether 
it’s the vintage threads offered by 
Revival or Working Class Hero, the 
ultra-cool tees, jeans and snapbacks 
in Dais Boutique or the Connoisseur’s 
Independent Trading Post, the 
custom designed gear at Part II or the 
accessories offered at Crafty Praxis, 
you’ll find something to set you apart 
from the crowd. The arcade is also 
home to the Blue Rooms Cafe, which 
just happens to be one of the finest 
places to eat in town. Look out for 
their student lock-in nights too.

1 Pix & mix biscuits
At Queensgate Market

Now most of us enjoy the odd biscuit but why commit to a 20-pack of bourbons 
when Take the Biscuit in Queensgate Market will let you design your own 
selection? Open from Monday to Saturday, this indoor market not only offers 
the Woolworth’s (oh how we miss you) of biscuits, but also a vast range of goods 
and services. Just spend an hour in Queensgate and you can leave with a new 
haircut, nail extensions, an outfit for the weekend, probably with matching 
mobile phone cover and a mouth-watering choice of fresh meat, fruit and veg at 
supermarket–busting prices.

As easy as it is to listen to new tracks 
on Spotify or download from iTunes, 
there’s nothing quite like a record 
store and Huddersfield’s Vinyl Tap 
is one of the best around. Upstairs 
you’ll often find CDs cheaper than 
their downloadable counterparts 
and copies of new releases on proper 
vinyl. However it’s downstairs where 
this emporium of music really comes 
into its own. There are thousands of 
records from across the decades ready 
to be plundered with your student 
loan. Our advice, get a record player 
and see just how much amazing 
music you can get for £20. After all, 
you’ll never forget where you bought 
your first record but you’ll never 
remember where you got your last 
MP3 from.

Start a record collection
At Vinyl Tap
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Nestling in the midst of the town’s 
Victorian Quarter, Huddersfield 
market is partly open and partly 
housed beneath a magnificently 
restored Victorian cast iron glass roof 
canopy. Every Monday, Thursday 
and Saturday, from 9am to 4pm, 
you’ll find general markets full of 
well-stocked stalls with everything 
you need from fabrics to fashion, 
hardware, cheap retro games, DVDs 
and other household goods. Amongst 
its traders is one of the markets best 
kept secrets; the lady whose stall 
specialises in selling Top Shop’s 
current clothing lines for a fraction 
of the price. Just remember not to tell 
your friends, it’ll be between us. Also 
on the second Sunday each month, 
the market hosts Upmarket Sundays, 
which is a collection of independent 
businesses selling their wares – a real 
must for those extra special presents.

Bargain hunt
At Open Market

7

Situated across from Vox Bar, Coffee 
Evo brews up Guardian–approved 
coffee at a reasonable price as well 
as offering some tasty breakfasts, 
lunchtime snacks and homemade 
baked goods. There’s a real Bohemian 
feel and its comfy sofas downstairs are 
the perfect place to relax with a book 
or make use of the free wi–fi to get 
some work done. In a town chock–full 
of cafes, this is the best you’re likely 
to find.

Take the load off 
At Coffee Evolution
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OK, so it’s a place to buy cold remedies, big whoop right? We could say that 
their vitamin supplements can cure the effects of many a drinking session, but 
it’d be a lie and that’s not our style. What you will find is access to a qualified 
pharmacist from 8:30am to midnight Monday to Friday, from 10am to midnight 
on Saturday and from midday to 8:30pm on Sunday. It’s the perfect place to heal 
those unidentified drinking injuries from the night before. 

Cure a hangover 
At Greenhead Pharmacy Cross
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A London standard green space 
hiding in our little town. It’s well 
kept lawns and trees are also home to 
bandstands, skate ramps, free tennis 
courts and all manner of other cool 
stuff. In short, it’s an amazing park. 
A council owned oasis of calm, away 
from the hustle and bustle of the 
centre, this is the best place to spend 
any of the five days a term when it’s 
not chuckin’ it down.

Read 
At Greenhead Park
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Huddersfield is full of small shopping 
arcades that really offer a different 
experience, something which is 
embodied by the Imperial Arcade. 
In a few short steps you’ll find geeky 
gift shop Diversions, which is bound 
to have something to brighten up 
your student room. Be tempted by 
a plethora of sweets imported from 
the USA in Carter & Daughters. Find 
some amazingly student wallet– 
friendly skate wear from Soi 77, the 
best banter and haircut for men in 
town at Czar’s or try the superbly 

Apple & Sausage turnover
At Imperial Arcade
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made sandwiches, homemade 
soups and freshly baked treats of 
the Bakehouse. 


