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HolmfirtH, 
Huddersfield

and the valleys

Attractions, events, towns and villages.
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there’s nothing to beat a warm Yorkshire 
welcome – and from the moment you step foot 
in our valleys you’ll realise that this part of 
Yorkshire is just the place you’ve been dreaming 
of, to relax, unwind and enjoy.

Whether it’s a romantic short break, fun-filled family 
adventure, outdoor pursuits or a peaceful country 
walking holiday you’re after, you’ll find all of this waiting 
for you, and so much more. 

Welcome

Marsden
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Visitor information and accommodation
To order brochures, book accommodation and 
theatre tickets, or treat yourself to souvenirs and 
postcards, visit:

Holmfirth tourist information Centre
49-51 Huddersfield Road, Holmfirth, HD9 3JP
Tel: 01484 222444  
Email: holmfirth.tic@kirklees.gov.uk
www.visitholmfirth.co.uk 
Open  Mon – Fri:  09.00 – 17.00
 Saturday:  10.00 – 17.00
 Sunday:  11.00 – 16.00

Visitor information is also available at:
Huddersfield library and information Centre
Princess Alexandra Walk,  
Huddersfield, HD1 2SU
Tel: 01484 223200 
Email:  
huddersfield.information@kirklees.gov.uk 

marsden library and information Centre
Marsden Mechanics Hall,  
Peel Street, Marsden, HD7 6BW
Tel: 01484 222555
Email:  
marsden.visitorinformation@kirklees.gov.uk 

Accessibility
You may come across cobbled streets and quaint 
old buildings; contact attractions before you arrive to 
make sure you get the most out of your visit. 

If you would like this guide in an alternative format, 
please telephone 01484 221686 before you visit.

Holmfirth, Huddersfield and The Valleys
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At a glance 

standedge tunnel and  
Visitor Centre
Get right to the heart of the 
Pennines in a cruise through 
the longest, highest and deepest 
canal tunnel in the country, on 
the Huddersfield Narrow Canal at 
Marsden.

last of the summer Wine
The world’s longest running TV 
comedy was filmed in Holmfirth. 
Visit the exhibition inside Compo’s 
house, where there’s a collection 
of photographs and memorabilia, 
or opt for a guided 10 mile tour of 
the area. 

first of the summer Wine 
Surrounded by panoramic views 
of the Peak District National Park, 
book a wine tour and tasting 
package at Holmfirth Vineyard. 

for Brontë enthusiasts 
Oakwell Hall, Red House and 
Dewsbury Minster all feature in 
Charlotte Brontë’s 1849 novel 
‘Shirley’, set against the 
backdrop of the Luddite 
uprisings in the Yorkshire 
Textile industry - all open 
to the public, and not to be 
missed. 

the Views
There are incredible 360 degree views of the 
National Trust’s Marsden Moor Estate from Pule 
Hill, an impressive rocky outcrop high up on the 
moors. Or, pick a clear day to climb Castle Hill and 
see all the way to North Yorkshire. Holme Moss 
is every cyclist’s nemesis, but the views from the 
summit are worth the effort. 

Explore, relax, eat and discover...

explore, relax, eat and discover; for something extra special you’re in the 
right place. Any of these must-sees will kick-start your sightseeing, and you 
are sure to stumble upon plenty of other treasures along the way.
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A night to remember
One of the most unique gigging venues 
around, The Picturedrome in Holmfirth 
hosts live concerts in this funky old cinema 
nearly every weekend, featuring favourites 
like The Inspiral Carpets and Sandi Thom. 

Quirky, and proud!
Run of the mill? Not here. We’re proud of 
our heritage, and take inspiration from 
our beautiful surroundings to create some 
of the whackiest festivals around. Join 
thousands to throw plastic ducks in the 
River Holme, fish the moon from the Canal 
in Slaithwaite, celebrate the year’s first 
cuckoo, or watch the epic battle between 
winter’s Jack Frost and spring’s Green Man.  

relax the mind, body and soul
Treat yourself to an unsurpassed spa 
experience in multi award-winning spas. 
Eastthorpe Hall is the ultimate urban 
retreat in a beautiful 17th century house; 
Titanic Spa will exceed all your expectations 
- absolute luxury in an outstanding 
converted mill setting. 

local, with a capital ‘l’
The Butchers Arms is run by chef Timothy 
Bilton, whose appearances on the BBC’s 
Great British Menu have brought diners 
flocking to this award-winning gastro pub. 
Serving delicious modern British cuisine 
with a twist, Tim is passionate about local 
produce – villagers even provide produce 
from their own gardens and allotments!

Art on the line 
World-renowned Yorkshire watercolour 
artist, Ashley Jackson, made railway history 
last year – unveiling the first ever ‘art train’ 
(in his name), on Britain’s Grand Central 
railway network. Ashley Jackson Galleries, 
in Holmfirth exclusively hang original 
watercolours of this work. 



Towns and villages

Holmfirth and the Holme Valley 

Against the backdrop of the Peak District National 
Park, Holmfirth offers speciality shops and markets, 
bespoke art, tasty treats plus an annual programme 
of events, all clustered around cobbled streets. You’ll 
find quaint weavers cottages, fresh clean air and a 
wonderfully relaxed and creative lifestyle. And, don’t be 
surprised if those streets look familiar - the TV comedy 
last of the summer Wine was filmed in and around 
the town for over thirty years. 

last of the summer Wine
If it’s nostalgia you crave, no trip to Holmfirth is 
complete without a visit to sid’s Café and Compo’s 
home, which hosts the last of the summer Wine 
exhibition. Take in the memorabilia on display over a 
spot of Yorkshire afternoon tea, then once refreshed, 
hop aboard the vintage tour bus which takes you 
up the hilltop roads above the valley to some of the 
stunning Pennine filming locations. 

Artistic past and present
An artistic past and creative present make Holmfirth 
a haven for artists, with many galleries dotted around 
including renowned landscape watercolor artist 
Ashley Jackson, ceramicist Jim robison and sculptor 
Brendan Hesmondhalgh. 
Holmfirth boasts a lively cultural scene too, with 
some of the area’s finest festivals and events right 
on the doorstep. From April through to October 
there is a film festival, art 
week, brass band concert, 
food and drink festival, folk 
festival, artists open studio 
trail, workshops and much 
more. Regular gigs are 
held at the Picturedrome, 
one of Holmfirth’s prime 
music venues and host to 
Holmfirth’s big screen. 
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Longley’s tea room

Hebe



fresh clean air
You’ll find it hard to resist our glorious countryside.  
Try some of our favourite walking routes and discover more about 
Holmfirth as you stroll:
•	 	Walks	in	Pennine	Yorkshire	-	3	circular	walks	from	2	to	10	

miles, all starting in the centre of Holmfirth
•	 	A	Walk	with	Ashley	Jackson’	takes	you	through	the	

landscapes which have inspired his work
•	 	Digley	Reservoir	is	a	local	beauty	spot	and	circular	hour-

long route with wonderful views 
•	 	The	Holme	Valley	Riverside	Way	-	a	beautiful	6	mile	walk	

alongside the River Holme passing through Holmfirth
•	 	Follow	Holmfirth’s	Blue	Plaque	Trail	for	a	tour	of	

Holmfirth’s heritage.

Wine, tea and treats
After a day out on the moors you’ll have worked up a formidable 
appetite, but with foodie treats around almost every corner, 
there’s no better place to indulge. Holmfirth farmers market 
takes place every 3rd Sunday of the month, but if you’re not able 
to make it don’t despair. Try a pot of Holmfirth tea, longley’s ice 
cream, or for a taste explosion, nothing beats the Nook’s Fiery 
Red Ale. For something more substantial, visit top Yorkshire Chef 
Tim Bilton’s Butchers Arms at Hepworth. Or to sample the first 
of the summer wine, visit Holmfirth Vineyard in Holmbridge, 
previously featured on Channel 5’s ‘Build a New Life in the 
Country’, and one of the areas fastest growing visitor experiences.

Around and about
Pretty villages are dotted throughout the Holme Valley, many 
worth a closer look. Like Holmfirth, Honley is typified by cobbled 
streets, quaint shops and some fabulous restaurants. lupton 
square Gallery showcases a wide range of original, quality works 
of art in the village centre, or take a short drive to the North 
light Gallery in nearby Armitage Bridge to see first-hand the 
unique quality and character of an original 18th century textile 
mill transformed into a contemporary creative art space. Right on 
the edge of the Peak District National Park meltham is home to 
the david Brown tractor museum, and hosts the popular 1940s 
war time weekend event each July. Work up an appetite in the 
woodland surrounding Hinchliffes farm in Netherton, indulge in 
some delicious food at the farmhouse restaurant and then take a 
leisurely ride in a waggonnette at the onsite Holme Valley Heavy 
Horse Centre. 

You’ll find quaint weavers cottages, fresh clean air 
and a wonderfully relaxed and creative lifestyle.
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Find out more…
www.sidscafe.com
www.summerwine-holmfirth.co.uk
www.summerwine.tv 
www.artmarkets.co.uk
www.ashley-jackson.co.uk 
www.jimrobison.co.uk
www.sculpturelounge.com 
www.picturedrome.net
www.kirklees.gov.uk/walking
www.kirklees.gov.uk/markets
www.tillyschocolatehouse.co.uk
www.holmfirthtea.com
www.holmfirthvineyard.com 
www.thebutchersarmshepworth.co.uk 
www.thenookbrewhouse.co.wuk 
www.luptonsquaregallery.co.uk
www.northlightgallery.org.uk
www.dbtc.co.uk
www.hinchliffes.com 

Honley

Digley Reservoir



Towns and villages

marsden, slaithwaite and the Colne Valley
With a landscape dotted with mills, canals and 
weaver’s cottages, the Colne Valley’s rich textile 
heritage is evident as soon as you arrive. But, don’t be 
fooled, these are thoroughly modern villages, where 
contemporary arts and crafts sit perfectly alongside 
quirky events, country ales and village stores. 

This is a place for pottering and exploring. Former 
inns are now award-winning restaurants; walking 
shoes, not clogs, tread the footpaths; and canal 
boats, once used to transport coal, carry groups of 
friends on holiday together.

Walk, cycle, glide, ride, fish
Pull on your walking boots and explore the National 
trust marsden moor estate’s windswept ecological 
paradise, part of the Peak District National Park. 
There are 5,500 acres of exceptional scenery to 
investigate but the 4, 8 or 10 mile Heritage Trails 
will take you to the key sights. Experienced hang-
gliders and paragliders can get a birds-eye view of 
the estate from Buckstones – this rocky outcrop is a 
natural airsports magnet. 

There are lots of trails and walks dotted across 
the Colne Valley. Follow The Standedge Trail for 
an insight into the region’s industrial heritage, or 
the Upper Colne Valley dry-stone walking trail to 
discover more about this fascinating craft. 

Butterley Reservoir, Sparth Reservoir, Hill Top 
Reservoir and Cellars Clough Fishery are popular 

fishing spots, and day visitors can play at marsden 
Golf Club which has spectacular views of the 
surrounding countryside. The rugged landscape 
and steep climbs are the perfect challenge for keen 
mountain bikers – bring your own bike to explore 
trails and valleys, or enjoy the scenery on horseback 
– this is superb trekking country with very little 
roadwork. Pub hacks are available from West Wyns 
riding school. 

Wind down and relax
Stock up on delicious local produce from Bolster 
moor farm shop before a leisurely stroll, or wind 
down after your outdoor adventure with a pint of real 
ale at the riverhead Brewery tap. May we suggest 
the Weavers restaurant or olive Branch, for some 
of your evening meals – both have impressive local 
reputations for good food. 

For ultimate pampering luxury, head to titanic spa 
which has attracted national attention for its eco-
friendly features and treatments. A magical location, 
and sublime treatments for your mind, body and 
soul, makes the old Coach House Healing Centre  
a special destination to discover.

Marsden Golf Club

Slaithwaite Colne Valley Museum
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from old to new
Wander alongside the water’s edge of the restored 
Huddersfield Narrow Canal through Slaithwaite and 
Marsden, retracing ancient packhorse trails to the 
standedge tunnel and Visitor Centre, home of the 
highest, longest and deepest canal tunnel in Britain.  
See long-forgotten skills recreated at the Colne 
Valley museum, set in 3 restored weavers cottages 
and dedicated to our textile history. Indulge in fine 
artisan bread at the Handmade Bakery, where 
the ancient tradition of break making is brought 
to life, or learn to make your own. the moonraker 
floating tea room serves tasty treats in a converted 
narrow boat, fill up here, or grab a picnic and head to 
slaithwaite spa Park which, once one of the finest 
Spas in the district, has been lovingly brought back to 
life over recent years. 

the smooth grooves of music
From traditional folklore to contemporary jazz, the 
Colne Valley is home to an eclectic programme of 
events, many of which date back hundreds of years 
making them well worth a visit - Imbolc Fire Festival, 
Marsden Jazz Festival, Slaithwaite Moonraking 
Festival and Marsden Cuckoo Day to mention a few. 

Standedge Tunnel and Visitor Centre

Marsden Moor National Trust Estate
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Find out more…
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/marsdenmoor 
www.walkridesouthpennines.co.uk 
www.marsdengolf.co.uk 
www.westwynsridingschool.co.uk 
www.bolstermoorfarmshop.co.uk 
www.ossett-brewery.co.uk 
www.theweavers.co.uk
www.olivebranch.uk.com 
www.titanicspa.com 
www.coachhousehealing.co.uk
www.standedge.co.uk
www.colnevalleymuseum.org.uk 
www.thehandmadebakery.coop 
www.slaithwaitespa.co.uk

Colne Valley’s rich textile heritage is 
evident as soon as you arrive.
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Towns and villages

Huddersfield 
The birthplace of both the late Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson and Rugby League, this colourful 
market town showcases an impressive legacy that 
includes award-winning Victorian architecture, 
the ancient Castle Hill monument and musical 
excellence. Today it has evolved into an exciting 
hotbed of contemporary activity, and was recently 
voted the 3rd happiest place in the UK.

Built to last
If you love beautiful listed buildings, Huddersfield 
is in the UK’s top three for having the most to offer. 
John Betjeman described the award-winning 
railway station as ‘the most splendid station 
façade in England’ - and you’ll be treated to more 
impressive architecture at every turn. But the town’s 
original legend is Castle Hill, one of Yorkshire’s 
most important early Iron Age hill forts, with 
spectacular views from Victoria Tower – built to 
mark Queen Victoria’s 60th Jubilee Year. Uncover 
almost every layer of Huddersfield’s past at tolson 
museum, including Britain’s rarest car - the three-
wheeled LSD - manufactured in Huddersfield 
between 1919 and 1924. 

Scammonden Reservoir

Castle HillFestival of Light

St George’s Square
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A taste explosion
Real ale fans can get their fill with many pubs in 
Huddersfield offering award-winning brews; the 
Grove is featured in CAMRA’s Great British Pubs, 
with more than 230 British and world bottled beers, 
18 real ales and 3 draught ciders to tantalize your 
tastebuds. Thousands of dedicated foodies descend 
on the town Centre for four days of indulgence 
and entertainment devoted to the sights, smells 
and tastes of local and international food at the 
Huddersfield Food and Drink Festival every August.

Get away from it all
Water cascades, ornamental gardens, a glittering 
atrium and exuberant bandstands are waiting to be 
explored in two of the finest parks from the Victorian 
era, Greenhead and Beaumont. A circular walk 
around scammonden reservoir takes you through 
a range of updland habitats – it’s also home to the 
increasingly rare bird, the Twite. Alternatively, sit 
back and relax at Alexandra House with a hot stone 
massage and chocolate facial.  

A cultural extravaganza
The Huddersfield cultural scene is alive and 
kicking. lBt stages exciting and awe-inspiring 
theatre from family opera and theatrical classics 
to contemporary dance and comedy. Huddersfield 
Art Gallery showcases local painters and 
photographers alongside commissioned artists’ 
displays all year round. One of the biggest annual 
events is the Festival of Light, entertaining 
thousands with international street theatre and 
fireworks. Or experience a riot of music and dance 
at the summertime Caribbean Carnival. World-
famous Huddersfield Choral Society is usually one 
of the acts included in the varied programme at the 
town Hall, while Huddersfield Contemporary Music 
Festival, is acclaimed as one of the finest events of 
its type in the world. 

There’s a dizzying choice of live music and 
performance in bars, pubs and clubs; and the town 
has a growing number of independent and one-off 
boutiques, dotted all over the town centre with a 
great mix in the revitalised Byram Arcade. If you are 
looking for an exciting cultural experience or night 
on the town, then Huddersfield’s the place to be!

Greenhead Park

In 2013 the Galpharm Stadium hosts England V Ireland in the 
Rugby League World Cup. Tickets go on sale October 2012. 

Find out more…
www.kirklees.gov.uk/museums
www.groveinn.co.uk 
www.thelbt.org
www.kirklees.gov.uk/parks
www.whiteroseforest.org.uk 
www.alexandrahouse.org.uk
www.kirklees.gov.uk/townhalls
www.byramarcade.com
www.galpharmstadium.com

The Huddersfield cultural scene is alive and kicking.

Huddersfield Caribbean Carnival

Byram Arcade
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dewsbury, Batley and the spen Valley

Towns and villages

An attractive mix of towns and villages; Gomersal, 
Mirfield and Dewsbury in particular, are well known 
for their historical links.

the sensational Charlotte Brontë
Set against the backdrop of the Luddite uprisings 
in the Yorkshire Textile industry, Charlotte Brontë’s 
novel Shirley caused quite a sensation when it 
was published, as local people found themselves 
characterised in print. Charlotte knew the area well 
from her schooldays in Mirfield and was a frequent 
visitor, staying with her lifelong friends Ellen Nussey 
of Birstall and Mary Taylor of Gomersal. When 
Charlotte’s parents were first married they lived in 
nearby Hightown and her father was minister at 
Hartshead Church. The novel was so popular that it 
led to Shirley becoming a woman’s name. 

Shirley features red House museum, the 
beautiful cloth merchant’s home of the 1830s; the 
Elizabethan manor house of oakwell Hall, and 
dewsbury minster – all open to the public and not 
to be missed. 

Childhood favourites
Revisit your childhood at dewsbury museum’s 
WW2 classroom and the Toy Gallery, and travel the 
world at Bagshaw museum, home to a wide range 
of unusual and exciting collections from around 
the globe. Spend an afternoon spotting rare animal 
breeds at Ponderosa, and treat the family to a cool, 
creamy ice-cream churned daily at Charlotte’s 
Jersey ice-cream Parlour, made using milk from 
their own Jersey cows. 

Bring your bucket and spade to the ever popular 
Dewsbury on Sea event which sees the town 
centre transformed into a maritime metropolis; 
and celebrate all things Yorkshire at Oakwell 
Hall’s incredibly popular Yorkshire Day event. 
savile town Wharf and Shepley Bridge Marina 
are beautiful locations on the Calder and Hebble 
Navigation Canal – take a leisurely stroll, admire 
the colourful narrowboats and have a bite to eat 
the canal side cafés. 

Red House Museum

Ponderosa Dewsbury Museum Red Brick Mill
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eats & treats
Dedicated shoppers can pitch their stamina against the Yorkshire 
Mill Mile - a stretch of stores packed with treats for you and your 
home, including: the UK’s largest retail mill, the mill Batley; 
four floors of classically cool contemporary home furnishings at 
redbrick mill; and one of the UK’s largest and best open markets, 
boasting over 30 stalls, dewsbury market. 

After all that shopping you’ll need to rest your feet. eastthorpe 
Hall is a multi award winning spa in a beautiful 17th century house 
where you can relax, unwind and let the stresses of everyday 
life melt away. If you prefer to relax with a pint in your hand, the 
transpennine real Ale trail features three great local pubs where 
you could quench your thirst and take a break, or visit the Aakash – 
reputedly the largest Indian restaurant in the world, and housed in 
a Grade II listed former Congregationalist chapel (definitely not your 
normal curry house!).

Oakwell Hall

Find out more…
www.kirklees.gov.uk/museums
www.dewsburyminster.org.uk
www.ponderosa-centre.co.uk
www.charlottesjerseyicecream.co.uk
www.cvmarine.co.uk
www.waterscape.com
www.themillbatley.com
www.redbrickmill.co.uk
www.eastthorpe.co.uk
www.realaletrail.net
www.aakashrestaurant.co.uk
www.kirklees.gov.uk/markets

Don’t miss the annual Yorkshire Day 
celebrations at Oakwell Hall

The Mill, Batley
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Towns and villages

Monster pies, spectacular views and rolling hills set 
the scene for your visit here. 

only in Yorkshire
The pretty town of Denby Dale was named ‘Pie 
Village’ after the huge pies made to celebrate 
special events. The tradition began with the baking 
of a pie to celebrate the recovery of George III from 
illness. Latterly, a 12-tonne pie was created to 
celebrate the Millennium. You’ll know you’re in the 
right place when you spot the striking stone-built 
viaduct which spans the Dearne Valley. 

explore, see, eat 
A range of unusual gifts and plants are available at 
Armitages Pennine Garden Centre in Shelley which 
has stunning views across the valley; and the outlet 
springfield mills has a range of independent shops 
selling anything from clothing to jewellery and toys to 
rugs. Hidden within 40 acres of secluded parkland, 
Bagden Hall’s 9-hole golf course is a real gem. 

Refuel and step in the shoes of many a celebrity 
to visit the 3Acres at Shelley. Alternatively, fill your 
picnic hamper to the brim with delicious local 
produce - pick your own summer fruits at Bentley 
Grange and drench with lavish quantities of thick 
double cream from Delph House Farm (famous 
for award winning Yummy Yorkshire ice Cream); 
or spread the holy grail of Yorkshire Cheeses 
‘Barncliffe Brie’ onto freshly baked bread from 
thorncliffe farm shop. 

Kirkburton, denby dale and the dearne Valley

Emley Parish Church
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Heritage trails; on foot, bike or train
A little flatter than the normal Yorkshire landscape, 
the countryside around the villages of Denby Dale, 
Kirkburton, Shelly, Shepley and Emley is ideal for 
exploring by bicycle or on foot; more than 14 circular 
and linear themed trails are available as part of the 
denby dale Walkers are Welcome series. 

Take a break from exploring and enjoy a relaxing 
trip on the Kirklees light railway in Clayton West 
which offers stunning views of the Dearne Valley, 
Emley Moor TV mast and Blacker Wood. It has the 
longest tunnel of a narrow gauge railway in Britain 
and hosts a range of events for all the family. 

Find out more…
www.armitages.com
www.springfield-mills.co.uk
www.classiclodges.co.uk/bagdenhall 
www.3acres.com 
www.bentleygrange.co.uk
www.yummyyorkshire.co.uk 
www.yorkshirefinecheese.co.uk
www.denbydale-walkersarewelcome.org.uk
www.kirkleeslightrailway.com

The pretty town of Denby Dale was named 
‘Pie Village’ after the huge pies made to 
celebrate special events.

Denby Dale Viaduct, Alan Stanton

Kirklees Light Railway

Emley Moor Mast
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Events

We have fantastic events from folk shows and art 
weeks to concerts and street theatre. You can find 
out more at www.kirklees.gov.uk/events

Festival of Light



feBruArY 
marsden imbolc festival
The Celtic festival Imbolc is celebrated with a procession 
along the canal leading to a dramatic performance with 
a fire circus, music and a firework finale.

slaithwaite moonraking festival 2013 
(bi-annual event) 
One of the great quirky events in British folklore. 
Re-live the moon-raking folk legend of 1802, 
culminating with a lantern procession and  
re-enactment of the folk tale. 

mArCH
st Patrick’s day Parade, Huddersfield
Traditional Irish celebration including a riotous 
town-centre parade.

Huddersfield literature festival
With Sir Patrick Stewart as the patron, this festival 
uses innovative and distinct events to showcase 
established and emerging writers.

APril
marsden Cuckoo festival
A celebration of the start of spring, symbolised by 
the return of the cuckoo. 

mAY
Holmfirth festival of folk
Dizzying performances, concerts and workshops for 
all the family.  

dewsbury and Heavy Woollen  
Beer and Cider festival
Showcasing 70 of the best Yorkshire real ales and 
ciders with local food and entertainment.

shepley spring festival
Family friendly celebration of music and the arts; 
onsite camping available.

Holmfirth film festival
A celebration of film with workshops, film shows, 
talks and special guests.
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New for 2012...
•	 	Tickets	go	on	sale	October	2012	for	the	rugby league World Cup’s 

england v ireland	match	which	takes	place	in	2013	at	the	Galpharm 
stadium in Huddersfield.  www.galpharmstadium.com

•	 	A	variety	of	events	are	taking	place	to	commemorate	the	bi-centenary	of	
the Yorkshire luddites	in	2012.		www.ludditelink.org.uk

•	 	Holmfirth’s	very	first	festival of funk launches at  
The	Picturedrome	in	April.		www.picturdrome.net
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JuNe
Yorkshire War Weekend
Recapture the wartime spirit with re-enactments 
and living history displays.

Honley show
A prestigious rural and agricultural show with 
animal classes, stalls and handicrafts, as well as 
children’s activities.

Holmfirth Arts festival
Live performances across the Holme Valley, 
including comedy, theatre, music and art trails, 
including lots for children and families.

Harden moss sheepdog trials
Famous sheepdog trials with displays, trade stalls 
and a parade.

JulY
Yorkshire day at oakwell Hall
Celebrate all things Yorkshire – including a 
Yorkshire produce and crafts market, brass bands, 
displays – and Yorkshire Puds!

Holmfirth duck race
10,000 rubber ducks race down the river for a prize!

Holmfirth Art Week
Art Week features the work of over 400 professional 
and amateur artists and draws an audience from all 
over the country to look and buy. 

Cleckheaton folk festival
Live music performances from local, national and 
international folk acts as well as a continental 
market and craft fair, workshops and games; 
camping available. 

meltham memories 1940s  
war time weekend
The town is transformed into the wartime era; 
events include a swing jive and flypast.

Huddersfield Caribbean Carnival
Thousands of people descend each year to enjoy the 
taste, sites and sounds of the Caribbean.

Huddersfield Pink Picnic
A gay pride summer celebration and picnic, 
attracting thousands from miles around the area.

Events



AuGust
emley Agricultural show
Featuring exhibitions of fresh local produce, flowers 
and, of course, the traditional livestock classes.

Huddersfield food and drink festival 
Join thousands of dedicated foodies for four days of 
indulgence and entertainment devoted to the sights, 
smells and tastes of local and international food.

mirfield Agricultural show
Agricultural show with exhibitions and craft stalls.

dewsbury on sea 
Pack your bucket and spade and head to Dewsbury 
for a weekend of seaside fun.

sePtemBer
south Pennines Walk  
and ride festival
Themed events, walks, cycle rides and horse rides 
throughout the area.

Host Artists’ open studio trail
Trail local artists’ studios with a series of workshops 
to teach you their crafts.

Holmfirth food and drink festival
Whether you’re a serious foodie or someone who 
just appreciates good food and drink, you’ll find 
cookery demonstrations and a superb food market 
to inspire you. 

Kirklees Concert season 
(various dates, running until may 2013)
A series of orchestral, organ and lunchtime 
chamber concerts.

oCtoBer
marsden Jazz festival
Programme of over 80 music events to suit all.

NoVemBer
Huddersfield Contemporary  
music festival
International festival of contemporary and new 
music consisting of concerts, music, theatre, dance, 
multi-media, talks and film.

Christmas lights switch on, various 
town centre locations
Celebrate Christmas with a variety of local events.

deCemBer
festival of light, Huddersfield
Largest free outdoor theatre spectacular in 
Yorkshire with dare-devil performances and a 
firework finale.

tolling the devil’s Knell,  
dewsbury minster
Hear the tenor bell chime in this centuries old 
tradition to ward off the devil. 
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In addition, Holmfirth Farmers Market takes place 
in the market hall every 3rd Sunday of the month. 



Location

travel information
Less than an hour from Leeds, Manchester and Sheffield and close to all major transport 
routes, it’s easy to reach us by road, rail and air; and easy to get around whilst you’re here. 

Driving is mainly scenic, with great view points along the way. Some of our villages and 
attractions are tucked away down country lanes, so a sat nav is always handy to bring if you 
have  one. For information on parking, visit www.kirklees.gov.uk/parking for details. 

If you’d like a break from driving, a range of train and bus tickets are available, so if you’re 
over 60 don’t forget to bring your pass to get free off-peak travel wherever you go.

metro 
0113 245 7676 www.wymetro.com
National rail 
08457 484950 www.nationalrail.co.uk 
manchester international Airport  
 www.manchesterairport.co.uk
leeds Bradford international Airport  
www.leedsbradfordairport.co.uk 

The	information	in	this	guide	is	believed	to	be	correct	at	the	time	of	going	to	press	April	2012.	Kirklees	Council	cannot	be	held	responsible	for	any	errors.	
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